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All roads lead back to Rock County

If you asked me when I was 18 years old if I would choose Luverne/Rock County 
as my home to work and raise my family I likely would have said doubtful. While 
I had an amazing childhood/teen experience; raised on the farm, great education 
and opportunities to be involved in which I took full advantage – I was ready to see 
something else. What was outside the only community I had known? 

I attended college at the University of MN, Morris and got a teaching degree. I got 
married and moved to Duluth so my husband could start his medical school training. Talk about a 
different geographic than home! I taught in Superior, WI during that time which led to even more 
eye opening experiences. We spent the next two years in St. Paul for more med-school and then 
returned to Duluth for three more long winters of training to finish my husband’s medical degree. 
Kids came along during this time, two boys and a girl in the middle. 

Over a span of 15 years my view of the world from my 18 year old lense had changed. I realized 
that I am truly a “Prairie Girl.”  I love the wide open spaces, the expanse of a gorgeous sunrise and 
sunset and can appreciate how the wind blows. We had three children to think about with their 
education years beginning and as we looked at the job opportunities before us the idea of coming 
home and starting a similar beginning for our family felt right. 

If you ask me now how I feel about living in Luverne/Rock County today I would tell you it was 
the best decision we made. Coming home and being part of this community/county has given our 
children all the same experiences I had to now go out and compare the world to what they know 
here. It allows my husband and I a chance to be part of continuing to make Rock County a place 
to choose to live. 

I have been in my Executive Director chair at LACF for 12 years. There is no better lense to view 
the amazing place we call home than through the relationships and generosity of those who give to 
make Rock County the spot that all roads lead back to. 

Enjoy the 2022 annual report and take note of all the amazing things happening in the county 
through the Luverne Area Community Foundation and its donors!
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2022 BOARD OF
LACF DIRECTORS

Executive At Large

Emily Crabtree
Luverne Area Community Foundation, Executive Director
Contact me at emily@luvacf.org



 

72% DESIGNATED FUNDS

15% DONOR ADVISED FUNDS

9% FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS

3% INITIATIVE FUNDS

1% SCHOLARSHIPS

950
DONORS

2471
DONATIONS

$1,983,968 GIFTS

$1,086,483 COMMUNITY GRANTS
AWARDED ACROSS ALL FUNDS

2022 FRIENDS OF LACF GIFTS 
BY THE NUMBERS

LACF LOCAL
COMMUNITY ASSETS

All roads lead back to Rock County
If you asked me when I was 18 years old if I would choose Luverne/Rock 
County as my home to work and raise my family I likely would have said 
doubtful. While I had an amazing childhood/teen experience; raised on 
the farm, great education and opportunities to be involved in which I took 
full advantage – I was ready to see something else.
What was outside the only community I had known? 

I attended college at the University of MN, Morris and got a teaching degree. I got married 
and moved to Duluth so my husband could start his medical school training. Talk about a 
different geographic than home! I taught in Superior, WI during that time which led to even 
more eye opening experiences. We spent the next two years in St. Paul for more med-school 
and then returned to Duluth for three more long winters of training to finish my husband’s 
medical degree. Kids came along during this time, two boys and a girl in the middle. 

Over a span of 15 years my view of the world from my 18 year old lense had changed. I real-
ized that I am truly a “Prairie Girl.”  I love the wide open spaces, the expanse of a gorgeous 
sunrise and sunset and can appreciate how the wind blows. We had three children to think 
about with their education years beginning and as we looked at the job opportunities before 
us the idea of coming home and starting a similar beginning for our family felt right. 

If you ask me now how I feel about living in Luverne/Rock County today I would tell you it 
was the best decision we made. Coming home and being part of this community/county has 
given our children all the same experiences I had to now go out and compare the world to 
what they know here. It allows my husband and I a chance to be part of continuing to make 
Rock County a place to choose to live. 

I have been in my Executive Director chair at LACF for 12 years. There is no better lense to 
view the amazing place we call home than through the relationships and generosity of those 
who give to make Rock County the spot that all roads lead back to. 

Enjoy the 2022 annual report and take note of all the amazing things happening in the county 
through the Luverne Area Community Foundation and its donors!
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Rock County

Nutrition 15%

Healthcare 39%

Human Services 8%

Education 12%

Recreation 14%

Arts and Culture 1%

Community
Development 11%

Organizations who received grants in 2022 include Sanford Health, Rock Ranch, 
Luverne Fire Department, City of Hardwick, Rock County Historical Society, Lu-
verne Public Schools, Luverne Area Aquatics and Fitness, Hardwick Fire Depart-
ment, P.O.P. –Power of Produce/Farmers Market, Childs Remembrance Garden, 
Big Buddies of Rock County, Rock County Food Shelf Building Project, Redeemed 
Remnants/ATLAS, City of Hills/Rez Park, Game Plan 4 Hope, Rock County Ag So-
ciety, Blue Mound Area Theatre/Palace Theatre, Rock County Sportsmans Club, 
Luverne Softball Association and Magnolia Fire Department.

2022 ROCK COUNTY 
COMPETITIVE GRANTS
HEALTHCARE AND COMMUNITY

Grants
Awarded
$72,114
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2022 grant recipients pictured are (front row, left to right) Pat Saum, Amy Cook, 
Corrine Bonnema, Betty Mann, Jane Blank, Sondra Coulter, Lois Lenderts, 
Sheila Westfield, Stacy Schepel, (second row) Emily Crabtree, Zoe DeBates, 
Marie Atkinson-Smeins, Jocelyn Jacoby, Marie LaRock, Bonnie Meinerts, Linda 
Wenzel, Morgan Van Holland, Angela Sneller, Renee Edmundson, (back row) 
Ryan Johnson, Michael Blank, Lee Sells, Dan LaRock, George Bonnema, Lau-
ra Gee, Eric Sage and Heidi Sehr.

CITY OF
BEAVER CREEK’S
BEAUTIFICATION

PROJECT
NEW LANDSCAPING 

AROUND CITY SIGNAGE



In 2022 our partners made a BIG impact enhancing

the lives of our friends and neighbors.

Together they added $970,222
in grants and support.

PARTNER FUNDS
 IMPACTING THE COMMUNITY

LACF helps our partners build secure, 

long-term funds for growth.

LEARN MORE ONLINE
To learn more about these outstanding partners, visit www.luvacf.org

Maplewood Cemetery 
Rock County Opportunities Inc

United Methodist Church Endowment
Backpack Program 

Basketball Association
Beaver Creek Community Fund 

Ben Franklin Lodge Masonic Temple Fund 
Big Buddies of Rock County

Blue Mound Area Theatre (Palace Theatre)
Building Bridges JC 

Child Guide
Child’s Remembrance Garden 

CHILD 
GUIDE 

 



NEW FUNDS 2022
Carson’s Cause

Feeding the 5000

Grace Lutheran Scholarship Fund

Just for Nuts, Inc

To learn more about these outstanding partners, visit www.luvacf.org

Basketball Association
Beaver Creek Community Fund 

Ben Franklin Lodge Masonic Temple Fund 
Big Buddies of Rock County

Blue Mound Area Theatre (Palace Theatre)
Building Bridges JC 

Child Guide
Child’s Remembrance Garden 

LACF FRIENDS 
DONATED

$1,693,136

PARTNER FUNDS 
GRANTED OUT

$970,222

Luverne Community Education 
Community Grant Fund 

Luverne Destination Branding 
Generations, Inc 

Sanford Healing Garden
Hardwick Community Fund 

HealthCare - AED Fund
Community Healthcare Fund

Hills Community Fund 



HARDWICK
COMMUNITY CENTER

UPDATES TO
LIGHTING AND FLOORING

LACF COMMUNITY
PARTNER FUNDS

Rock County Historical Society
Jasper Community Fund 

Keith and Betty Luethje Legacy Fund
Kenneth Community Fund 

#LUV1LUVALL 
Magnolia Community Fund 

Rock County Ag Society 
Rock County Food Shelf

Rock Ranch
Luverne Rotary Club
Sanford Hospice Luverne



TUFF MEMORIAL HOME
CREATE AN OUTDOOR 

GATHERING SPACE FOR 
RESIDENTS AND FAMILIES 

ON THE PATIO

Sanford Luverne Ambulance Fund
Sanford Luverne Medical Center

Steen Community Fund 
Bike Path Fund

HBCS/Helping Builld Communities Stronger
Rock County Veterans Fund 

Southwest Crisis Center 
SWMN CEO Funds

Joyce Hawes Memorial Scholarship Fund
PEO Chapter DI Scholarship Fund 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Luverne Chapter DI PEO Scholarship 

 
 

Chapter DI MEMBER SPONSORED SCHOLARSHIP AWARD  

The Annual Chapter DI PEO Sponsored Scholarship(s) will be awarded to a female 
high school senior(s) and/or a returning female student who best meet the requirements set  
forth by the Scholarship Committee. Scholarship awards are limited to cover tuition and fees. 
Award amounts are at the discretion of the Scholarship Committee.  
 
The Selection Committee will review and score all submitted applications. Applicant’s  
references may be contacted by telephone. The Scholarship Committee may choose to  
interview applicants. The scholarship recipients will be notified the night of the LHS Awards 
Ceremony. 
 
Guidelines for Luverne Chapter DI PEO Scholarship Program  
 
Scholarships are open to graduating high school senior girls or a returning female student 
currently accepted or attending an accredited post-secondary school pursing a certificate or 
degree. Scholarship monies will be paid directly to the educational institution in the  
student's name.  
 
Student applicants must meet the following guidelines:  

1. Plan to attend an accredited post-secondary school pursing a certificate or degree  
2. Must have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 or better on a 4.0 scale.  
3. Must have acquired acceptance to, or be enrolled at the college of his/her choice and  

must be an enrolled full-time student for the  upcoming fall semester.  
 
*All applicants must be sponsored or recommended by a Luverne Chapter DI member.  If needed 
the school counselor will have a contact list. 
 
All applications and supporting documents must be received no later than April 15, 2019.  



These dollars are unrestricted and give the LACF the most flexibility
to meet the needs in the communities in which we live.

BE PART OF THIS GREAT LIST OF DONORS.

Gary & Barb Golla
Great Plains Processing 
Melvin Hamann
Adam and Tracy Hansen
Lowell and Shirley Harrison
James and Carol Hatting
Jeffrey and Jodee Haubrich
Keith and Lois Hebig
Eileen Hocking
Jerry and Mary Hoff
Ken and Karen Hoime
Ron and Cathy Honken
Dave and Linda Iverson
J J’S Tasty Drive In 
Kathleen Jacobson
Marlyn and Audrey Jansen
Bob and Rhonna Jarchow
Jim and Paula Jelken
Jim Juhl and Brenda Winter DAF 
Heather Johnson
Tomme and Tamera Johnson
Joshua and Emily Crabtree DAF 
Dianne Karlstad
Dorothy Klosterbuer
Shirley Klosterbuer
Carol Kuhlman
Marvin Laackmann
Larry and Jane Lanphere
Andrew and Kristy Loosbrock
Keith and Betty Luethje
Mary Lutmer
Luverne Fire Department 
Luverne Rotary Club 
Keith and Velda Maine
William Dean Martin
McClure Electric 
McGinnis and Company PC 
Minnwest Bank 
Dr. Richard and Carol Morgan
Daniel and Colleen Nath
Lisa and Matthew Nath
Dale and Patti Nelson
Larry and Janice Nelson
Thomas and Megan Nelson
Ira Newman
Mary Niessink
Rodger and Dianne Ossenfort
Jim and Diana Ouverson

Gary Overgaard
Norman and Nancy Overgaard
Gary and Janine Papik
Jose Perez
Earl Richard Peterson
Professional Ag Marketing Inc. 
Cary and Karen Radisewitz
Jody and Sharla Reisch
Richard and Adele Remme
Wayne and Ann Robinson
Doris Rockman
Ronald and Lynnette Rother
Round Up Campaign 
Eric Sage
Mike and Nancy Sandager
Sanford Health 
Sanford Luverne 
Sanford Physicians Fund 
Jason and Elizabeth Schear
Pat Scheidt
Cory and Sara Schmuck
Randy and Sue Schneekloth
Trent Seifert
Stacey Smidt
Heather Stegemann
Lynette Stensland
Harold and Carol Stroh
Deborah J Sunderlin
Sunshine Foods 
Take 16 Give Back DAF
Joshua and Tanya Teune
Bill and Sherri Thompson
Caroline Thorson
Walter and Ardith Tofteland
Mary Ann Van Aartsen
Darrell and LaDonna VanAartsen
Ben and Deb Vander Kooi
James Vanderberg
Twila and Gene Versteeg
Melvin and Beverly Viessman
Katharyn Vollmer
Melanie and Joseph Smith Wallschlaeger
Wayne and Ann Robinson DAF 
Carol Weber
Dolores Weber
William and Barb Weber
David and Rhonda Wynia
Lois Young

Minnie VanMeeeteren
Anna VanBatavia

Barb Ashby 
Bryan Fransen
David L. Barber

Dixie Arends
Elaine Snyder

George Scholten
Glen Overgaard

Glen Overgaard and Anna VanBatavia
Joyce Mulder
Kathy Dietrich
Marge Knoll

Minnie VanMeeteren
Pauline Martin

Robert and Barbara Loosbrock
Rocky Rockman

Terry Connell

Audrey Aanenson
Amazon Smile
Anonymous 
Bryan and Ruth Aldrich
Gene Ashby
Margie Baker
Arla Bakken
Ruth Barber
William Bates
Timothy and JoEllen Benson
Sam and Barb Berghorst
Jamie and Jennifer Beyer
George and Corrine Bonnema
George and Sharon Bonnema
Tyler Bowen
Jayona Bowman
Dr. John and Jeanne Bowron
Bull Market Properties LLC 
James and Cynthia Buss
John and Brenda Call
Cattnach Insurance Agency 
City of Luverne 
Community Field of Interest 
Tim and Connie Connell
Country Cupboards of Luverne 
Cox Family Fund 
Michael and Cheryl Cox
Dr. Joshua and Emily Crabtree
Jack and Patsy Cragoe
Glenda DeBoer
Isaac DeBoer
David and Lori Deragisch
Dinger Family DAF 
Timothy and Susan Dispanet
Douglas and Rebecca Eeten
Arthur and Carol Ehde
 Betty Ehlers
Edwin Elbers
Russell and Colleen Enga
Mike and Jennifer Engesser
David J and JulieA Ermer
Melvin and Denise Fick
Thomas and Jodi Fick
First Farmers & Merchants Bank 
William and Nancy Frakes
Beth Gibson Lilja
Sheryl Goebel

COMMUNITY GRANT FUND
OUR GREATEST NEED & MAKES 

THE BIGGEST IMPACT

LACF
Memorials

to the
Community
Grant Fund



Every year for as many years as she can remember Elaine Hansen has applied for 
the America’s Farmers Grow Communities through the Bayer Fund. The purpose of 
the Grow Communities program is to partner with farmers to make a positive impact 
in farm communities across the country by supporting local non profit organizations. 
Since the program began in 2010 more than $63 million has been directed to orga-
nizations across rural America. Elaine was shocked when she was notified that her 
application was a Bayer Fund choice for 2022. Elaine chose the Luverne Area Com-
munity Foundation as the eligible charity to accept the grant. The Grant must be used 
by the eligible charity to improve science, health and nutrition in communities and 
organizations within the county where the winning farmer farms or 
resides. Elaine and her husband Ray have a passion for their faith 
and making sure no one in their community would be in a state 
of food shortage. A good steward of these two passions Elaine 
opened an endowment fund called Feeding the 5000 – a fund to 
be used to offer gifts to the local food shelf and backpack program 
and potentially any other food/hunger based program. The fund is 
open for others to contribute to as well and will have long lasting 
fruitful gifts to those in need.

Thank you Elaine for your dedication in applying 
to the Bayer Fund all these years and for your 
thoughtful gift to those that understand what 
hunger and need are. 

Gary Overgaard
Norman and Nancy Overgaard
Gary and Janine Papik
Jose Perez
Earl Richard Peterson
Professional Ag Marketing Inc. 
Cary and Karen Radisewitz
Jody and Sharla Reisch
Richard and Adele Remme
Wayne and Ann Robinson
Doris Rockman
Ronald and Lynnette Rother
Round Up Campaign 
Eric Sage
Mike and Nancy Sandager
Sanford Health 
Sanford Luverne 
Sanford Physicians Fund 
Jason and Elizabeth Schear
Pat Scheidt
Cory and Sara Schmuck
Randy and Sue Schneekloth
Trent Seifert
Stacey Smidt
Heather Stegemann
Lynette Stensland
Harold and Carol Stroh
Deborah J Sunderlin
Sunshine Foods 
Take 16 Give Back DAF
Joshua and Tanya Teune
Bill and Sherri Thompson
Caroline Thorson
Walter and Ardith Tofteland
Mary Ann Van Aartsen
Darrell and LaDonna VanAartsen
Ben and Deb Vander Kooi
James Vanderberg
Twila and Gene Versteeg
Melvin and Beverly Viessman
Katharyn Vollmer
Melanie and Joseph Smith Wallschlaeger
Wayne and Ann Robinson DAF 
Carol Weber
Dolores Weber
William and Barb Weber
David and Rhonda Wynia
Lois Young

FEEDING THE 5000
A giving testimony of faith and thoughtfulness 

MAGNOLIA AED
NEW AED FOR

FIRST RESPONDER
VEHICLE



The mission of the newly developed Child’s Remembrance Garden is to provide a 
non-denominational safe area for people who have lost a child to grieve, remember 
and heal. The garden is in the Northwest corner of Dragonfly Park off James St. and 
Northwest of St. Catherine’s Cemetery.

The vision to create such a space came from Maggie Siebenhaler who lost a baby girl 
Kimber, born stillborn. Maggie was devastated. She sought counseling for her grief. 
Her counselor directed her to the Mother’s Garden in Dell Rapids, SD. In the Mother’s 
Garden, Maggie found peace and comfort and it made her wonder why there wasn’t 
a garden closer to her hometown in Luverne, MN.

As Kimber’s first birthday approached, a friend asked Maggie how she planned to 
commemorate the day. Maggie said, “I want to make a garden.” 

CHILD’S REMEMBRANCE GARDEN

LUVERNE COMMUNITY
EDUCATION PROJECT

PUBLIC PICKLEBALL COURT



From that statement forward all things started to 
align. Maggie was connected with others who 
shared a similar story. Connecting with the Lu-
verne Community Foundation and Pat and Helen 

Saum, who facilitate the local Compassionate Friends Grief Group a committee was 
formed, a location was identified, and work began toward creating the Child’s Re-
membrance Garden.
 
Why a garden?
Maggie said she visits Kimber’s grave often, “But the cemetery is very sad 
for me. The garden is calming and inspiring.” Maggie 
said the Child’s Remembrance Garden will help 
grieving parents know they are not alone 
and it’s a peaceful place where their 
children will be remembered.

Be a part of this special  
project: to purchase a 
brick or make a dona-
tion, visit their website 
at child’s www.childsre-
membrancegarden.org.
 

Committee members who 
worked to create the garden: 
Maggie Siebenhaler, Pat and 
Helen Saum, Monica Facile, 

Mary Thompson, Ashely Ben-
son, Ali Dinger, Lisa Dinger and 

Dan Nath



How one chooses to respond when the unthinkable happens in 
life is unknown until it affects you. 
 
Carson Ehde took his life at age 21 on Sept. 13, 2022, after a 
few months of depression-like symptoms and an inability to see 
a path toward wellness. He had expressed shame in his lack of 
motivation and frustration with poor access to effective treat-
ment. 

Following his death, Carson’s family and friends channeled gifts 
and resources into a local fund that they hoped could 

prevent the same outcome in others. 

“We dream of a day when caring 
for our brains is no different 

from treating allergies, 
injuries or any other 

physical ailment,” 
they shared.

“Kids in sec-
ond grade 

learn about 

CREATING A
BRIGHTER TOMORROW



the importance of brushing their teeth. We hope a new generation 
of kids will grow up recognizing common brain ailments, know-
ing how to talk about them and having access to straightforward 
treatment — without shame, stigma or obstacles of an inade-
quate health care system. Had Carson and other suicide victims 
of his era been equipped in this way, we wonder if their outcomes 
could have been different.”
 

To consider a gift to
Carsons Cause

visit our website a
www.luvacf.org – donate now

• All classrooms have a curriculum and plan that sup-
ports the brain health of all students.

• All teens and young adults have the tools to navigate 
brain health issues and to seek help when needed.

• Everyone recognizes brain health as an important com-
ponent of general health and wellness.

 

The mission of Carson’s Cause is to partner with 
schools and community groups to: 

• recognize early symptoms of struggling brain health.
• normalize discussion about it.
• simplify access to care.
• provide options for emergency help, including the 988 
Suicide Lifeline.

While the fund exists to support all such efforts, those involving 
youth will be prioritized, because kids are tomorrow’s leaders, 
and they’ll be best equipped to make a difference having grown 
up with proper dialogue and tools.
 

Carson’s Cause hopes to build a future where 
the following is true:



WHAT’S A

DAF?

A Donor-Advised Fund, or DAF, is a charitable giv-

ing vehicle sponsored by the LACF that allows you 

to make a contribution to LACF & be eligible for 

an immediate tax deduction. But because your ac-

count is a donor-advised fund, you advise the or-

ganization on how to grant the money out to your 

favorite charities over time. We have options for 

your DAF to be a cash or growth fund.

Donor
advises how 
to distribute 

funds

1. Give cash or 
assets

2. Income Tax 
Deduction
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Optima Bold Italic
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CHARITY

CHARITY

DONOR
ADVISED

FUND
DONOR

Jim Juhl & Brenda Winter DAF

Joshua and Emily Crabtree DAF

Katie Hemme DAF

LaRock Family DAF

Pamela Ehde Lais Memorial DAF

Papik Family Donor Advised Fund

Sanford Physicians Fund

Schutz Family DAF

Steve & MaryJo Graphenteen DAF*

Take16 Give Back DAF*

Wayne and Ann Robinson DAF

William Frakes DAF

*new in 2022

24 DAFS GIFTED $68,365
TO CHARITIES THRU LACF

Carter Braun Memorial Fund

Mike & Cheryl Cox Family Fund

Curt and Marilyn Bloemendaal DAF

Dinger Family Donor Advised Fund

Eric C Crabtree Memorial DAF

Eric Schaap Memorial DAF

Esther Spease Frakes DAF

For the Love of Douglas:
The Green/Sprecher Family Fund

Gary Overgaard and Emily Lodine Overgaard DAF

Gene & Barb Ashby DAF

Glen Gust Donor Advised Fund

Green/Sprecher Family Fund*

DONOR
ADVISED
FUNDS

LACF



Donor
advises how 
to distribute 

funds

Opening a locally owned and run craft brewery was a big commitment 
for the Luverne community, but through the support of local investors 
and community patronage, they have been more than successful. Be-
cause of this, the locally owned LLC wanted to give back. A business 
Donor Advised Fund at the Luverne Area Community Foundation was 
established called the Take 16 Give Back Fund. Giving back helps 
Take 16 feel connected and grateful for all the support they have been 
given. 
 
Their business Donor Advised Fund or DAF was easy to set up and 
has helped Take 16 donate to a variety of local nonprofits in the area. 
 
The Take 16 advisory board hopes that by engaging with charitable 
organizations they can be a part of creating opportunities, collabo-
rative relationships, shared resources and ultimately help build com-
munity. 
 
A business DAF at the Luverne Area Community Foundation has 
made for a simple process of approving donations to non-profits 
and keeping track of their charitable gifting. 
LACF is a partner in the process of 
making it easy for Take 16 to 
give back to the area 
community. 

DAF CONNECTS LOCAL BREWERY & 
INVESTORS WITH THEIR COMMUNITY

Jim Juhl & Brenda Winter DAF

Joshua and Emily Crabtree DAF

Katie Hemme DAF

LaRock Family DAF

Pamela Ehde Lais Memorial DAF

Papik Family Donor Advised Fund

Sanford Physicians Fund

Schutz Family DAF

Steve & MaryJo Graphenteen DAF*

Take16 Give Back DAF*

Wayne and Ann Robinson DAF

William Frakes DAF

*new in 2022

TO CHARITIES THRU LACF



When you talk about Hartquist Funeral Home and Cremation Services you im-
mediately think of the last place you want to have to do business. But behind the 
amazing family death care they provide for our community you will find one of the 
most supportive and genuine family owned businesses. 

Jeff and Sara say they strive to support a variety of community organizations in 
various ways – volunteering presence, attending events, collaboration and finan-
cially. The funeral home makes a financial donation for each family they serve to 
Hearts of Hope – a family grief camp that is offered to anyone that is searching for 
a platform to move forward in their grief journey. 

You will always hear Hartquist Funeral Home confirm that when you give you will 
receive more in return. Promoting a work environment that encourages involvement 
in community events, organizations and church is encouraged. Being blessed with 
talents and treasures not put into action, result in wasted potential and opportunity. 
Serving families through death care, Jeff and Sara have learned that relationships 
matter. Jeff shares “All of us bring something unique to life and make this world 
better for it. We are continuing to work towards becoming a true Kingdom Compa-
ny – which is a company that operates under the philosophy of clearly understand-
ing that none of what’s been 
given to us is ours and should 
be used as a means to give 
back to others.”

The Nonprofit Spotlight award recognizes an outstanding volunteer group that has 
demonstrated exceptional commitment to the community through direct involve-
ment, financial support and leadership.

Born out of a 2017 
Blandin leadership 
grant called Leaders 
Partnering to End Pov-
erty #Luv1LuvAll was 

NONPROFIT
SPOTLIGHT

OUTSTANDING
BUSINESS

#Luv1LuvAll

Hartquist
Funeral Home



This award recognizes an out-
standing individual or family with 
a proven record of exceptional 
financial generosity and volunteer 
leadership in Rock County. This 
award celebrates extraordinary 
civic and charitable leadership 
whose generosity inspires others 
to philanthropic action. 
 
If we don’t have people like Mike 
and Cheryl Cox in a community, 
we are missing a critical piece. 
Having lived in Luverne for more 

than 45 years they are grateful to call this community their home. Both Mike and Cheryl 
are role models for what it takes to make a community thrive and lead by example for 
others to do their part in making this happen. 

I asked what their inspiration for giving to the community is? - “We have taken special 
note how our previous generation has given with financial contributions as well as their 
time in worthy opportunities. We feel fortunate to be able to do some of this as well. 

When you look at how Mike and Cheryl choose to give and lead there is a very common 
thread – they are “people based” organizations that improve life, community, relation-
ships and transitions. They believe that when you chose to donate your resources, time 
or talents it not only benefits you but an entire community. 

Thank you Mike and Cheryl, may we all follow the lead of your example!

2022 SPIRIT OF
PHILANTHROPY

formed. The organizations 
has 5 active issue teams 
– and I stress active, that 
offer programs, educa-
tion and activities. 

All the efforts through 
#Luv1LuvAll are supported 
through grants, county support, 
individual and business contribu-
tions and local fundraisers. 

Leadership in their organization comes 
by identifying issues within the commu-
nity that either are not currently being 
addressed, are hard to tackle or need 

greater public awareness. They strive to offer 
a hand up rather than a hand out. 

It’s not very often that a new organization 
forms whose focus has really steep issues 
and keeps its vision, leadership and com-

mitment to stay the course.

5 FOCUS AREAS:
1.Brain Health
2. Rock County Oral Health Task Force 
3. Substance Free Coalition of Rock County 
4. Resource One: local resource guides
5. Dementia Awareness

Mike & Cheryl Cox



Gloria Aanenson

Naidine Aanenson

Angela Ahrendt

Mary Akkerman

Robin Allen

Vincent Allia

Fred Amram

Teresa Anderson

Audrey Arner

Gene Ashby

Barbara Baker

Paige Baker

Becky Baker

Ruth Barber

Becky Bartels

Eunice Bartels

Missy Bass

Andrea Bennett

Brock and Ashley Benson

Roger and Shannon Benson

Ashley Benson

Jason Berghorst

Eric Berning

Joan Berry

Linda Beyenhof

Curt Bloemendaal

Gail Boltjes

Judith Bowron

Burdell and Monica Braa

Tom Brakke

Evelyn Bruhn

Brandee Bullerman

Kurt Burmeister

Edna Buys

Dinah Byrd

Beth Capistran

Colleen Carnine

Jessica Carstensen

Victoria Cauwels

Amy Chapa

Judy and Stephan Chesley

Connie Connell

Patricia Cowilder

Patricia Cragoe

Grant Crawford

Kathryn Dahl

Char De Groot

Dean DeGroot

Tim DeHaan

Norman DeJongh

Gertrude Den Herder

Julie Deters

Sharon Deutsch

Gawainie Diekevers

Tim Dispanet

Barb Dispanet

Avery Dobesh

Patricia Doherty

David Donth

Kathleen Dykers

Jeff Dysthe

Terri Ebert

Mary Edmundson

Betty Ehlers

Jane Eickhoff-Vigil

Casey Elbers

Dyann Emery

Sandi Emery 

Karen Erickson

Devonna Etrheim

Monica Facile

Nancy Farmer

Judy Fenske

Lowell Fick

Marsha Fick

Marlin Fick

Kim Fitzgerald

Lynne Forbes

Jonathan Foster

Connie Frahm

Annabelle Frakes

Heidi and Tom Freese

Nancy Freese

Randa Gangestad

Mary Gehrke

Diane Gonnerman

Terry Gonnerman

MaryJo Graphenteen

Lisa Gregersen

Irene Gyberg

Sandra Hagen

Lois Hamilton

Sharon Hamm

Alice Hansen

Luann Hansen

Elaine Harms

Alan and Zoe Harnack

Greg Harner

Brenda Harrison

Sharon Hawes

Carole Hemme

Katie Hemme

Patrick Herman

Lora Hertzke

Barbara Hinz

Kayleen Hoeck

Jason Hoff

Lisa Hoff

Pam Hommen

Jada Hoven

Karen Huisman

Annie Hultgren

Kathleen Jacobsma

Jose James

Kurt Jandl

Rhonna Jarchow

James Jelken

Tammy Johnson

Ardyth Johnson

Jenny Jorgensen

Jennifer Kiebach

Rod and Jeri Kindt

Charles Kinney

Deborah Kirby

Donna Klein

Sandra Klein

Sandy Klein

James Klosterbuer

Dorothy Klosterbuer

Rhonda Koch

April Kooiman

Carol Krinke

Karla Kruse

Kathy Kukielka

Kari Lais

LaJean Lammert

Daniel and Marie LaRock

Sarah Lenz

Brittany Lessman

Tanya Light

Jessica Liming

GIVING 2022
OUTSIDE OF

COMMUNITY GRANT FUND



Stella Lingen

Kenneth Loewen

Ross Loosbrock

Veronica Loosbrock

Gavin Loosbrock

Tammy Loosbrock

Nila Lorenzen

Mary Lutmer

Jeannette Lynn

Theresa Maas

Richard Manderscheid

Betty Mann

Teresa Maroon

William Martin

Carol Maxwell

Katie McClure

Amanda McDonald

Julia McFadden

Mary McLaughlin

Mary Metz

Robert Meyerson

LInda Moses

Duane Mulder

Johanna Mulder

Michael Murray

Susan Myers

Carol Nelson

Madison Neuenburg

Barb Oldre

Douglas Olson

Matt Overgaard

Gary Overgaard

Marilyn Oye

Jose Perez

Lucas Peters

Myrna Phelps

Steve and Ieva Porter

Judy Rand

Rebecca Ranschau

Pam Rasmussen

Ron Rauk

Gene Reese

Jerry and Renae Reu

Linda Rice

Dorothy Ricehill

Doris Rockman

Kimberly Rockman

Mary Rolfs

Scott Roos

Jodi Rops

Kevin Rozeboom

Jan Rud

Robert Rulon-Miller

Cheryl Rust-Lugo

Eric Sage

Robert Sandager

Kim Sandbo

Virginia Sandbulte

Pat Saum

James Schaap

LaVonne Schaefer

Pat Schaefer

Pat Scheidt

Darrell Schmidt

Marian Schneekloth

Ginger Schomacker

Danelle Schultz

Cathy Schultz

Melva Schwiedop

Nan Skattum

Susan Skattum

Steve Smedsrud

Stacey Smidt

Sandy Smith

Mary Smook

Nadine Sorby

Austin Spronk

Kaitlyn Strassburg

Jo Ann Strege

Judy Stroh

Herwella Suda

Janet Sudenga

Deborah Sunderlin

Dolly Talbert

Shannon Tatge

Rachele Taylor

Bruce Thalhuber 

Stanley Thompson

Sherri Thompson

Caroline Thorson

Jeffery Thorson

Louise Thorson

Myles Tieszen

Grace Tofteland

Marcus Uithoven

Claude Van Driel

Diane Vanden Hoek

Janice Vaneck

Frances Veldkamp

Brad Veurink

Mike and Laura Vogt

Janet Wambeke

Pauline Wambeke

Marcia Wee

Cole Weidert

Jessie Wenzel

Tina Werni

Marianne Westenberg

Sheila Westfield

Connie Wieneke

Stephanie Witte

Darlene Woolsey

Carol Wulf

Virginia Yearous

Tara Zewiske

CITY OF KENNETH’S 
BEAUTIFICATION

PROJECT
NEW SHINGLES FOR THE 

COMMUNITY PARK GAZEBO



• Donors who support this campaign can choose the community fund

• Communities can raise an initial $5,000 in community support funds will be 
matched $5,000 by LACF to start a $10,000 endowment for community directed 
grant making

• The more the funds grows, the more there is for community projects and therefore 
the more the community grows.

 Audrey Aanenson
 Bryan and Ruth Aldrich
 American Legion Auxiliary
 Margie Baker
 William  Bates
 Pat and Mike Bender
 Timothy and JoEllen Benson
 Sam and Barb Berghorst
 Jamie and Jennifer Beyer
 George and Corrine  Bonnema
 George and Sharon  Bonnema
 Tyler Bowen
 Jayona Bowman
 Dr. John and Jeanne Bowron
 Brody’s Corp
 David L and Carol A Broesder
 Bull Market Properties LLC
 James and Cynthia Buss
 Cory and Vickie Busswitz
 Cabinet Works
 John and Brenda Call
 City of Beaver Creek

 City of Hills
 Joseph and Kizzy Clem
 Community Field of Interest 
 Tim and Connie Connell
 Country Cupboards of Luverne
 Michael and Cheryl Cox
 Rollie and Lynn Crawford
 Pamela and John Deaton
 Glenda DeBoer
 Isaac DeBoer
 Tim DeHaan
 David and Lori Deragisch
 Gawainie L Diekevers
 Dinger Family DAF
 Timothy and Susan Dispanet
 David Donth
 Jeff Dysthe
 Douglas and Rebecca Eeten
 Betty Ehlers
 Keith and Susan Eitreim
 Elbers Auction Service LLC
 Edwin Elbers

 Russell and Colleen Enga
 Melvin and Denise Fick
 Thomas and Jodi Fick
 First Farmers & Merchants Bank
 William and Nancy Frakes
 Heidi & Tom Freese
 Nancy Freese
 Beth Gibson Lilja
 Sheryl Goebel
 Gary and Barb Golla
 Great Plains Processing
 Melvin Hamann
 Alan & Zoe Harnack
 James and Carol Hatting
 Keith and Lois Hebig
 Hills Storage Center LLC
 Eileen Hocking
 Jerry and Mary Hoff
 Roger and Lisa Hoff
 Ken and Karen Hoime
 Ron and Cathy Honken
 Dave and Linda Iverson

 J J’S Tasty Drive In
 Kathleen Jacobson
 Kurt Jandl
 Rhonna Jarchow
 Jim and Paula Jelken
 Jim Juhl and Brenda Winter DAF
 Heather Johnson
 Tammy Jo Johnson
 Joshua and Emily Crabtree DAF
 Rod and Jeri Kindt
 Dorothy Klosterbuer
 Shirley Klosterbuer
 Floyd and Mary Kraetsch
 Carol Kuhlman
 Marvin Laackmann
 Daniel & Marie LaRock
 Stella Lingen
 Luverne Rotary Club
 Dennis and Melanie Madison
 Keith and Velda Maine
 William Dean Martin
 McClure Electric

 McGinnis and Company
 Minnwest Bank
 Dr. Richard and Carol Morgan
 Daniel and Colleen Nath
 Lisa and Matthew Nath
 Larry and Janice Nelson
 Thomas and Megan Nelson
 New Vision Coop
 Ira Newman
 Mary Niessink
 Rodger and Dianne  Ossenfort
 Jim and Diana Ouverson
 Gary Overgaard
 Norman and Nancy Overgaard
 Marilyn Oye
 JoAnn Paulsen
 Earl Richard Peterson
 Donald J and Deborah M Plahn
 Cary and Karen Radisewitz
 Ron Rauk
 Real Estate Retrievers
 Jody and Sharla Reisch

IN 2022 RAISED

$98,500
IN 10 DAYS

WHAT IS
MAX YOUR 

COMMUNITY?
A giving opportunity that supports the

 community in which you live.

A BIG THANK YOU FOR HELPING MAX YOUR COMMUNITY!



 Leroy and Shelley Van Wyhe
 Darrell and LaDonna VanAartsen
 Ben and Deb Vander Kooi
 James Vanderberg
 Melvin and Beverly Viessman
 Wayne and Ann Robinson DAF

 Richard and Adele Remme
 Ronald and Lynnette Rother
 S & S Locker LLC
 Eric Sage
 Charlie and Dawn  Sandager
 Mike and Nancy Sandager
 Pat Scheidt
 Cory and Sara Schmuck
 Randy and Sue Schneekloth
 Trent Seifert
 Lynette Stensland
 Harold and Carol Stroh
 Deborah J Sunderlin
 Sunshine Foods
 Take 16 Give Back DAF
 Shannon Tatge
 Joshua and Tanya Teune
 Kevin and Leigh Thelen
 Sherri Thompson
 Caroline Thorson
 Marvin and Grace Tofteland
 Mary Ann Van Aartsen

MAX YOUR COMMUNITY

NOVEMBER 9, 2023 
& DECIDE HOW YOU WILL

BE A PART OF GREAT THINGS 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY. 

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR 

• Donors who support this campaign can choose the community fund

• Communities can raise an initial $5,000 in community support funds will be 
matched $5,000 by LACF to start a $10,000 endowment for community directed 
grant making

• The more the funds grows, the more there is for community projects and therefore 
the more the community grows.

COMMUNITIES
SERVED

8

 J J’S Tasty Drive In
 Kathleen Jacobson
 Kurt Jandl
 Rhonna Jarchow
 Jim and Paula Jelken
 Jim Juhl and Brenda Winter DAF
 Heather Johnson
 Tammy Jo Johnson
 Joshua and Emily Crabtree DAF
 Rod and Jeri Kindt
 Dorothy Klosterbuer
 Shirley Klosterbuer
 Floyd and Mary Kraetsch
 Carol Kuhlman
 Marvin Laackmann
 Daniel & Marie LaRock
 Stella Lingen
 Luverne Rotary Club
 Dennis and Melanie Madison
 Keith and Velda Maine
 William Dean Martin
 McClure Electric

 McGinnis and Company
 Minnwest Bank
 Dr. Richard and Carol Morgan
 Daniel and Colleen Nath
 Lisa and Matthew Nath
 Larry and Janice Nelson
 Thomas and Megan Nelson
 New Vision Coop
 Ira Newman
 Mary Niessink
 Rodger and Dianne  Ossenfort
 Jim and Diana Ouverson
 Gary Overgaard
 Norman and Nancy Overgaard
 Marilyn Oye
 JoAnn Paulsen
 Earl Richard Peterson
 Donald J and Deborah M Plahn
 Cary and Karen Radisewitz
 Ron Rauk
 Real Estate Retrievers
 Jody and Sharla Reisch

JASPER
$1,646

STEEN
$651

HILLS
$14,434

LUVERNE
$67,317

BEAVER
CREEK
$5,512

MAGNOLIA
$4,126

KENNETH
$3,395

HARDWICK
$449

A BIG THANK YOU FOR HELPING MAX YOUR COMMUNITY!
 Carol Weber
 Dolores Weber
 William and Barb Weber
 Steve and Connie Wiertzema
 Lois Young



OUR VISION: To be a catalyst for improving the com-
munities and individuals of Rock County in impactful ways.

OUR MISSION: To be a leader in connecting
people and resources with opportunities.

FONTS
Optima Bold Italic
Galahad Std

Luverne Area Community Foundation
Serving Luverne & Communities of Rock County

www.luvacf.org | 507-220-2424 | PO Box 623  |  102 E. Main St.  |  Luverne, MN 

Rock County was officially
declared a county in 1870,

153 years of history! 

BE A PART OF
SOMETHING GREAT!

Be a part of the
Luverne Area Community Foundation

and help maintain the
deep history of our county.
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